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week-work was heavier in the thirteenth century than in
the twelfth, while the system of boon-services, absent in the
earlier period, was later completely developed1. Another
example is found on the estates of the Church of Ely, while
on the manors of Burton Abbey there are instances, as late
as Henry L, of a reversion from rents in money to services
in kind2.
One beneficial change can be placed to the credit oi Effects on
Norman lords, namely, the disappearance of the class ofs veSt
landless slaves.  In the manor of Leominster (Herefordshire)3
there were 82 servi et ancillae in the time of Edward the
Confessor and 25 under his successor; in the hundred of
Barstable4 (Essex) there were 149 slaves in 1066 and only 90
in 1086; and by the time the Hundred Rolls were compiled
slavery in England had become a thing of the past5.
1  N. Neilson, Economic Conditions on the Manors of Ramsey Abbey
(1898), 51.
2  The English Historical Review, ix, 418, note 3;  xx. 277.   On the
estates of the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds" the depression of the peasantry
was the work of the thirteenth century and not of the twelfth " (D. C.
Douglas, Feudal Docitments from the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds, 1932,
p. clxix).   Here, it is inferred, the Norman Conquest "did not involve a
social revolution''.   The status of the free peasant population did,not
" speedily tend to conform to the manorial type elsewhere ", but" persisted
virtually unchanged " during the century and a half after the Norman
Conquest,   (Ibid. pp. cxxxiii, clxvii-xx.)   Yet Domesday Book reveals
the xvidespread depression of the peasantry in East Anglia as a whole, due
to the encroachments of the Norman lords upon the liberties of the
peasant class; D, C, Douglas, The Social Structure of Medieval East Anglia
(in Oxford Studies, ed. Vinogracloff, vol. ix.), no.
3   Victoria County History, Herefordshire, i. 290,
* Ballard, Domesday Inquest, 150.
5 Another effect of the Norman Conquest was a great increase in the
class of bordars or cottars, who were recruited partly from slaves and partly
from the younger sons of villeins: infra, pp. 47, 49.